
Pilate’s #1 Question

Matthew 27:22



I.  The Setting and the Scene that Night:

A. The night before: 

B. Christ before Pilate, or was it Pilate before Christ.

C. Many today seem to think 'they' are the judges of Christ 
and His followers.   



2 Thessalonians 2:8-12
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will 
overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of 
his coming.
9The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of 
Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders,
10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They 
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will 
believe the lie
12and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but 
have delighted in wickedness.



D. Earthly judges will stand one day before the Judge.
Pilate was an earthly judge

But Christ is the judge of all the earth.  

The problem with Pilate was that 

1) He had a problem with.  

2) He has a problem with futility.

3) He had a problem with fear.  

4) He had a problem with failure.  

5) He had a problem with focus.



II. Pilate’s Dilemma.

A. The attitude of his prisoner. 

B. The advice of his wife V.19.

“Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many 
things today in a dream because of Him.”

C. The anger of the Jews.

V.22 – “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”

“Let Him be crucified.” 



III. This is not only a Political, but 
Personal Question…. “What shall I do?”

A. This decision is one this judge would rather avoid.

B. The pressures and forces that pressed on his mind.  

C. The final decision lay with Pilate.



IV. It is a Question That Demands 
Action -"…I do”

A. Pilate and his washbasin.

B. But this is a question upon which we all must act.

You must decide –

“What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  

C. The options are:

What are you going to do with Jesus?



V.  It is a Question about Jesus –
“… with Jesus…”

A. Pilate’s other decisions were dwarfed by this one. 

B. This question is for the whole human race.

C. This question is all about Jesus.

John 3:18 - “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 



What 
will 

you 
do 

then 
with 

Jesus?


